Cl ean

by
St eve Totl and

The play is copyrighted.
This copy is for view ng purposes only.
For perm ssion to performthe play,
pl ease contact the playwight.

Copyright © 2006
by Steve Totl and
nmeryl stevel u@arthl i nk. net



Dramati s Per sonae

Cyrus. . . early-20s
Kenny. . . early-50s
Ron. . . . md-30s

Sonya. . . early-20s

Time: Md-week; mddle of the norning.

Pl ace: The enpl oyee break-room of a small, high-end grocery
store.

The characters all wear thenmed shirts that identify them as
enpl oyees of an upscal e grocery store.



[ The enpl oyee break roomin an
upscal e grocery store.

A swi ngi ng door leads to a hallway
t hat connects to the sales floor.

A second door, nmarked with a
femal e/ mal e icon, leads directly
into the enpl oyee rest room A
rack of tinme cards and a tine clock
near the sw nging door.

The cal m bet ween the earl y-norning
and | unch-hour rush.

Cyrus sits at a small table. He eats a
burrito, drinks coffee, reads a section of the
newspaper.

Kenny, sitting in an old, armchair, works a
wor d- search puzzle. Kenny |ooks up fromthe
puzzle; regards Cyrus; returns to the puzzle.
After a nonment,

Kenny stands. He picks up his mug; crosses to
a coffee-maker; picks up the pot.]

KENNY
[Extending the pot.] You want sone?

[ Cyrus, reading, does not answer.]

KENNY
Cyrus?

[ Cyrus | ooks up.]

KENNY
More cof f ee?

[ Cyrus shakes his head, “no;” returns to
readi ng the paper.]

KENNY

[A woeful situation.] | shouldn’t either. [Setting down the

pot.] Blood pressure. Cair wants me to quit coffee
al t oget her.

CYRUS
She woul d. Always wanting everyone to tow the hard Iine.

[ They share a knowi ng snile.

Cyrus returns to the paper.
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Kenny stands; searching for a way to continue
t he conversation. Coming up with nothing,

he returns to his seat; picks up the puzzle
book; returns to searching.]

KENNY
[His head in the book.] Wat’s the news?

CYRUS
Not hi ng.

KENNY
They print that whol e paper and nothing’ s news?

CYRUS
No, there’s news, it’s just. . . this is not the actual;
the. . . 1t’s not the section with the actual news. |It’s
the, uh. . . [Looking for the section’s front page.] wth
the honmes. . . and the gardening.

KENNY
Ah.

CYRUS

[ Readi ng the banner.] HonmeStyle. 1I1t’s the HomeStyle
Section. [Picking up the only other section of paper on the
table.] This is obituaries.

KENNY
Ah.

CYRUS
" m not readi ng obituaries.

KENNY
No.

CYRUS
Not while I"’meating. Not that I'mreally all that. :
interested. . . in HoneStyles. Mstly it’s to keep ne from
obsessi ng about restocking butter.

KENNY
You see we got the yoghurt?

CYRUS
CGot it out.

[ Smal | beat.]
KENNY

So. . . If it’s not news, then.
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CYRUS
On. lt’s uh. . . it’s about | ace.

KENNY
Lace?

CYRUS
Rul es, | guess you' d call it, for using |ace.

KENNY
Rul es for | ace?

CYRUS
This whole. . . [Turning through several pages of the
paper.] section, practically, is about right and wong things
for lace. How big it should be. What roons you can put it
in. \Wat colors.

KENNY
Real | y?
[Ron enters. He stands, half-in and hal f-out
of the sw nging doors, holding a snack bag in
one hand. ]
RON
Anyone seen. . ? [Seeing Kenny.] Oh, there you are.

[Stepping into the room] Kenny. [Holding out the bag.] |
got a customer wants to know is this kosher?

KENNY
VWat is it? | can't--

RON
Ver nont Or gani c-whi t e-cheddar Air-popped Popcorn. 5 ounces;
no nuts.

KENNY
[Putting on his glasses.] Does it say kosher?

CYRUS
[Being hel pful.] Kosher’s got a sign. It’s got that K O
t hat U.

RON

[ Searching.] | know.
CYRUS

Sonmetinme’s there's a C In acircle.
RON

[ Poi nting near the bottomof the bag.] It's got this.
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CYRUS
VWhat ?

RON
A-F-P.

CYRUS
[CGetting up to see.] A-F-P?

RON
They’'re in a circle. [Showing.] A-F-P. See?

CYRUS
A-F. . . [Wbrking through possibilities.] American.
Federation, Anerican. . . Amal ganated Fraternal
Al'liance of Fraternal.

KENNY
Kosher things are stanped.

RON
I know.

KENNY
They' re explicitly identified--

RON
She says she knows that.

KENNY
Did you give her the list?

RON
She already has the |ist.

KENNY
Is it on the list?

[ Ron shakes his head, “No."]
CYRUS

It’s not, maybe, R? A-F-R? Associated Fraternal Rabbis.

RON
It's P.

CYRUS
Associ ated Fl ock of Rabbi s.

[ Kenny and Ron give Cyrus a hard stare.]

CYRUS
I’ m ki ddi ng- -
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RON
[To Kenny.] It’s not marked. So it’s not. . . It’s not
officially sanctioned. That's obvious. That’s not the
point. What she’'s getting at, | think, is. . . ‘Cause a
thing, even if it’s not sanctioned, it can be kosher, right?
Li ke. . . you grow your own carrots. Even though they re not
sancti oned they can be kosher. You grow themthe right way.
So, what she wants is, | think, what she wants to knowis, is
there sonmething in here that makes it. . . Like, is there an
ingredient that makes it just. . . «clearly. . . over-the-
line? Just out-and-out, not-kosher.

CYRUS
Li ke, what? Like bacon? Like it’s popped in |lard?

RON
Cyrus, please.

CYRUS
Sorry.

RON
Wul d you pop popcorn in lard?

CYRUS
You' re right.

RON
Wth the cheese. |s there sonmething in cheese that could
make it un-kosher?

KENNY
It’s organic. The whole product is certified--

RON
Organic is not, |I don't think, necessarily, always kosher.

KENNY

And she wants, specifically, that? She doesn’t want
sonmet hing that’s marked? You show her the crisps?

RON
She’s got a thing for this.

CYRUS
Is she cute? ‘Cause if she's cute--

[ Kenny rai ses a hand; Cyrus stops.]

KENNY
I f she knows enough to ask, then she knows what kosher’s
about. And if she knows what it’s about, then she knows
enough to read the ingredients.
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[ The bat hroom door opens. Sonya enters;
cl oses the bat hroom door behind her. She is
four nonths pregnant. ]

Hey, Sonya.

SONYA
Hey, Ron.

[ Sonya wal ks to the tinme cards.]

KENNY
If it’s not stanped, then we can’t say, one-hundred per-cent,
that it’s kosher. She’'s got to decide on her own. That’s
what 1’ d say.

[ Sonya punches her tinme card in the clock.]

RON
Thanks.
[ Ron | eaves.
Sonya sits at the table; picks up the
HoneStyl e section of the paper.]
SONYA

What’ s he so worked up about?

CYRUS
[Returning to sit at the table.] Some lady asking if the
cheddar-corn i s kosher.

SONYA
Does it have the sign?

CYRUS
It has A-F-P.

SONYA
That’ s not one of the signs.

CYRUS
I was reading that.

SONYA
Oh.

[ She hands hi mthe paper.]

CYRUS
You want the obituaries?
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[ Sonya shakes her head “No.”

Cyrus reads. ]

SONYA

[To Cyrus.] You finish the wal k-in?
CYRUS

Still got to rotate the two-percent.
SONYA

You getting a cold? [Reaching for a backpack that sits near
the table.] You want sone of ny enzynes?

KENNY
[ To Sonya.] You headed back out? Sonya?

SONYA
VWhat ?

KENNY
Are you, uh. . . You're going back on the floor?

SONYA
Trey said | could take an early break.

[ Kenny t hi nks.]

KENNY
Didn’t you just punch in?

SONYA
| punched out.

[ Kenny t hi nks as,
Sonya | ooks through her backpack for enzynes.]

KENNY
[Pointing towards the rest room] Wren't you just.

SONYA
I was freshening up.

[ Kenny nods his head; thinks.]

KENNY
Excuse ne. Sonya.

[ She | ooks up from her searching.]
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KENNY
[ Apol ogetic.] You' re supposed to punch out first. As soon
as you cone off the floor. Then, after you' re off the clock,
that’ s when you can wash up

SONYA

kay.
[ She returns to her search.]

SONYA
[Pulling a plastic baggie fromher bag.] Ah!

KENNY
Because, now I'min a really awkward situation. |’ m union
steward, right? |’ m supposed to nake sure the store lives up

to its provisions in the contract. So, when I know there’s
an enpl oyee not keeping up our end of the agreenent, that
puts nme in a sticky situation.

SONYA
I understand. [To Cyrus. Doling out |ozenges into his
hand.] You suck them And nothing to drink. Not for at
| east thirty mnutes.

[ Cyrus pops the | ozenges into his nouth;
sucks. ]

KENNY
Not that I’mgoing to wite you up.

SONYA
You want to tell Trey? |If telling Trey would make you fee
better--

KENNY
You’ re not hearing what |’ m sayi ng.

SONYA
You’ re nmaki ng a point about punching out.

KENNY
Exactly.

SONYA
Trey said | should take a break.

KENNY
Yes.

SONYA
I was in there two mnutes. Washing ny face. 1t’s not like
I was in there all norning.
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KENNY
No. 1’'d say it was nore like. . . [To Cyrus.] | canme in
here, when? Twenty-after? And it’s now, what? [Looking at
his watch.] And | didn't see you go in. [To Cyrus.] Dd
you see her go in?

CYRUS
[Between a rock and a hard place.] 1’ve been reading--

KENNY
So, you were in there when | canme in. Wich neans, already,
you’ ve been off the floor, probably, fifteen mnutes. Your
entire break is only supposed to be thirty.

SONYA
Say I'’m stocking mnts and | need to go to the bathroom And
| take tinme to do that and it’s not ny break. Wuld that be
okay?

KENNY
That’ s not the point.

SONYA
Can | use the bathroonf

KENNY
Nobody’s trying to keep people fromgoing to the bathroom

CYRUS
Unless you're at a register. Wen you' re at a register you
call soneone to cover. You sign out on your bank, and the
ot her person--

[ Sonya gestures for Cyrus to concentrate on
t he | ozenges. ]

SONYA
[To Kenny.] Wiy not just think I was stocking mnts, which
was, and | took a fewmnutes to go to the bathroom which I
did, and now |’ m starting ny break.

KENNY
Because that’s not what happened. The bathroomis one thing;
your break is another. You don't get fifteen m nutes and
t hen your break. You get your break. The union worked a
long time to get breaks built into the contract. W didn't
al ways get breaks. And we certainly didn’t always get paid
for breaks. It seens, lately, that your attitude--

SONYA
[Standing. To Cyrus.] |I'mgoing for a walk. Want to cone?
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[ Ron comes through the swi nging doors. He
carries a quart of chocolate mlKk.]

RON
Oh, ny CGod!

[He pulls his tinme card.]

RON
You' d think the kosher-ness of popcorn was a subject for
Congr essi onal debate.

[ Ron punches out on the clock; puts his card
back in the rack.]

RON
| told her what you said. | explained everything and, still,
she’ s goi ng on about how her kid wants to take the popcorn to
this party, and since it’s only popcorn and cheese that
shoul d be okay, right? But what if it’s not? And sone other

not her finds out, and finally. . . | just said you know
what ? There's one other place | can check. So |I went, and |
stood at the service desk for, like three m nutes, and |

diddled with the keyboard, and then | came back and | said
I"d checked on the conputer and, guess what, it is kosher.
It’s not on the bag because the conpany just got final
approval but it is. W got a special, blast e-mail and the
popcorn’s kosher. And that did it for her. Because she
bought, |ike, six bags. And now, I’mhaving this entire
chocolate m k. Even though it’s probably a thousand
carbohydrate and fat exchanges, because, you know what ?
After that, | get what | want.

[ Ron begi ns chugging the mlk.]

CYRUS
Renmenber the guy who kept asking if we had the soup?

[ Ron nods his head, yes.]

CYRUS
She sounds |ike him
RON
Wor se.
[Ron returns to his chugging.]
SONYA

[To Cyrus.] You coni ng?

[ Cyrus checks his watch.]
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CYRUS
I got to get back. [Gathering his things fromthe table.]
|’ve got the two percent. . . and the puddings.
[ Sonya gives Cyrus a long | ook; then turns.]
CYRUS

Sonya. Don't be.
[ She’ s out the swi nging door.

Cyrus | ooks to Kenny. He’'s torn: between
goi ng after Sonya and punching-in on tineg;

bet ween cl eaning up the remants of his |unch
and | eaving a ness on the table.]

CYRUS

"1l clean this. . . | won't be. . . Anybody wants this
extra burrito, they should feel free

[ Kenny and Ron watch Cyrus scuttle after
Sonya. |

RON
She’s got him so wapped around her little finger. [Pointing

to an untouched burrito on Cyrus’ plate.] You think he was
serious?

[ Kenny shrugs his shoul ders.
Ron finishes the mlk; goes for the burrito.]

RON
| keep asking does he think they' re going to get marri ed.

KENNY
What’ s he say?

RON
He says they talk about it.

[Ron takes a big bite of the burrito.]

KENNY
He’s still never even told ne the baby’s his.
RON
Real | y?
KENNY
Makes sense, | guess. Cair says he's got his heart set on
getting married. Still. What a kid tells his nom s not

al ways the sanme as what’'s really going on.
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RON
It’s a step in the right direction, though. Baby’'s going to
need a fat her.

KENNY
Baby’ s already got a father. Question is; does the nother
need a husband who the only thing he’s got going on is part-
time at a grocery store and Sundays pl ayi ng soccer? She
shoul d be setting her sights on sonething better

RON
Clair know you talk that way?
KENNY
Hey. He's not ny kid. Makes it easier to see the truth.
[ Silence.]
RON
[ A sudden recollection.] ©Ch, shit! | promsed |I'd pick up a

prescription. M neighbor’s got this cough.
[Hurriedly finishing the burrito.]

KENNY
You shoul dn’t have |i ed.

RON
VWhat ?

KENNY
About the popcorn. You should have told her the truth.

RON
That’s not what she wanted. Wat she wanted was ammunition
in case sone other nother threw a fit. Soon as | gave her
t hat; she was buyi ng popcorn

KENNY
But if she wanted kosher.

RON
You're just like her. Like a snapping turtle--

KENNY
VWhat ?

RON
You get this idea in your head and you won't |et go. Kosher
wasn’t the issue. The issue was that she wanted ne to say
what she already had in her head she wanted to hear. That’'s
why peopl e keep pestering like that. So people will satisfy
t heir own expectations.
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[ An unconfortable silence.]

RON
You be here |ater?
KENNY
[ Shaki ng his head, “no.”] | did the receiving. |’ m going
hone.
[ Ron stands for a nonent, then
is out the door.]
Kenny | ooks around the room walks into the
rest room
A nmonent. Then,
Sonya and Cyrus return through the sw nging
doors.
Sonya goes to her backpack, as Cyrus punches
in on the tinme clock.]
CYRUS
You need nme, 1’|l be in the wal k-in.
SONYA
When you of f?
CYRUS
Two-thirty.
[ Sonya nods her head.
Cyrus out through the sw ngi ng doors.
Sonya rummages t hrough her backpack.
Kenny returns. He wears the sane pants and
shoes, but has changed into his own shirt.]
KENNY
[ Seei ng Sonya. Surprised.] Oh.
SONYA
"’ m punching in. | just need to.
[ Sonya applies lip bal mshe' s pulled from her
backpack. ]
KENNY

About earlier. Wat | was saying about punching in--
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[ Sonya turns; her gaze neets Kenny’s.]

KENNY
I, uh.
[ Sonya continues to return Kenny’'s gaze. ]
KENNY
. . .
[ Sonya waits.
Kenny stands; deer in the headlights.
A long nonent. Then,
Sonya turns; puts the lip balmin her
backpack. ]
KENNY

[ To Sonya’s back.] Ron says |I'mlike the woman with the
popcorn. That | pester people until they do what | expect.
I was thinking about that--

[ Sonya turns; faces Kenny.

A short nonent, during which Kenny staves off
a nearly perceptible faltering.]

KENNY
My dad had this idea that if a bathroom connected directly to
a kitchen it made the kitchen unclean. [Pointing to the
bat hroom door.] That bathroom opens right into the break
room So ny dad, if he’ d been here--

SONYA
[Cutting himoff.] Ken. . . . | don’t listen to this kind
of stuff fromny own parents, |let alone the guy who’' s hooki ng-
up with ny boyfriend s nother. [Pulling her time card from
the rack.] So why don’t you just--

[ Kenny steps in; grabs the tine card from her

hand. ]
SONYA
VWhat the. . ?
KENNY
My dad woul dn’t have eaten here because he’d have thought it
was unclean. Wich is nonsense. | eat in here. You eat, we

all eat in here. However, Cyrus--
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SONYA
[ Reaching for her tinme card.] You are a | oon.

KENNY
Listen. [Holding the card out of Sonya s reach.] One
m nute. Pl ease.

[ Sonya, recognizing a note of desperation in
Kenny’ s plea, stops reaching for the card.
She steps back; eyes himwarily.]

KENNY
I have no kids, right? 1’mone of those people, |ove cones
tolate inlife. But it comes. So, Clair and I, we're
making this relationship. And it’s wonderful. And I’'m

thinking not only aml finding a wife, but Cyrus will be,
like, ny son. Not a real son. But sonmeone who could be, for

me, like a son. But then, before he and I can even start at
| earning to have that kind of relationship, there’ s your
baby. And so. . . | have this feeling, it’s not rational,

know this, but | have this feeling you and the baby will pull
himaway. You will prevent nme from having sonmeone who is,
even a little, like a son. So the expectation, this is what

| just realized, the expectation | keep trying to satisfy, is
that you are a threat. So | find reasons. And | press.
Because you and Cyrus doing sonmething I will never do nakes
me want, at sone level, to be mad. . . at you. And | just
realized that.

[Silence, as Kenny waits for a response.]

KENNY
And | want you to forgive ne.

[Smal | silence.]

KENNY
Because | should get over how !l feel. For the peace of the
famly. And for Cyrus. And you, and the baby. And that’s
what 1'’mgoing to do. [’mgoing to change the way | feel.
[ Kenny hol ds out Sonya’ s tine card.
She takes it.]
SONYA
You tell Cyrus you feel like that?
KENNY

No!



C ean 16.

SONYA
Good. Because, Cyrus hearing you say that, that woul d put
himoff. Cyrus is not the kind of guy--

KENNY
I"mnot telling Cyrus.

SONYA
Good.

KENNY
I don’t even think we need to, really, talk about it.
Already things feel better. You feel that? You feel like
things are getting better?

SONYA
[Unsure.] Sorme.
KENNY
Good.
[ She punches in on the clock; puts her card
into the rack on the wall.]
KENNY

You wor ki ng t onorrow?
[ Sonya shakes her head, “no.”]

KENNY
Thur sday?

SONYA
One to ten

KENNY
I"’'msix to two.

SONYA
Good.

[ Sonya wal ks to the sw ngi ng door; stops.]

SONYA
Havi ng a baby’'s special, but it’s not the only thing a person
does. It’s not sonething you should beat yourself up about,
that’s what I’mtrying to say.

[ Kenny nods his head. ]

SONYA
See you Thursday.
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[ Sonya out through the sw ngi ng door.

Kenny sees his nug; picks it up; goes to the
cof fee pot; begins pouring hinself a cup; as,]

END OF PLAY

17.



