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Characters
Quy: md-teens
Roger: early forties
The play takes place in Guy’s room
Books, papers, clothes, music nagazi nes,
and sports equi pnent are scattered around

the room and on the bed. Posters for a
heavy netal band called Catfight adorn the

wal | s.



Quy's bedroom Late afternoon.

[Guy stand in the mddle of his room He holds an
el ectric guitar.]

ay
[ Speaking in a British accent; addressing an
i magi nary audi ence.] Thank you. Thank you. This
is "Blitzkrieg." ROCK ON!

[Guy bangs out a rock riff that is equal parts
musi ¢ and ent husi asm

Roger enters. He hesitates for a nonent; then
speaks, struggling to nmake hinsel f heard over GUY'S

pl ayi ng. ]

ROGER
Quy. Quy! GUY!

[ Guy hears Roger; stops playing.]

(€9) 4
[ Speaking with his "normal"” Anerican accent.] What
do you want ?

ROGER
[Agitated.] It's true. Wat they were sayi ng when
everybody was tal king and you and | were thinking
what skanks they were to believe sonething that
could never happen. But it's true. Absolutely,

positively. You can see for yourself. 1'Il show
you- -

ax
Sl ow down.

ROGER
You understand what |'msaying, right? | read it
on their web page. | wasn't going to |ook, 'cause

| figured Eric Swain was just nmaking like he's
smart. The way he does. But then they said, "No,

Roger. You got to see this.” And no one was
l aughing so | figured they're not pulling a yank
and | |ooked. And it's true--
Uy
Roger .
ROCER

Yes, Quy?



[GQuy takes a deep breath: In and Qut. Roger
breathes with him

A second breath: In and CQut.
Then a third: In and Qut.]

(€9) 4
kay?

ROGER
[Much cal nmer.] Thanks.

QY

So?

ROGER
Mekong has left the band.

[GQuy is skeptical.]

ROGER
I know. But it's on their web page. Ratty
confirms it. Plus he nakes a stream ng statenent
in which he says, quote, "Good riddance. | and the
ot her menbers of the band Catfight are happy to see
hi m go. "

ax
Ratty says this?

[ Roger nods his head. ]

(V)4
Ch, nan.

ROGER
I wasn't going to tell you. | was going to nake
di nner and |let you do your homework and then go to
bed and nmaybe tell you in the norning when stuff is
easier to deal with. But | heard you playing
"Blitzkrieg." That's what you were playing, right?
The opening to "Blitzkrieg?"

[ Guy nods his head.]

ROGER
So |l had to tell you. | couldn't let you go on
l[iving in the dark when | knew the truth.

(€9)§
What are they going to do?



ROGER
What do you nean?

(€9)§
Who's taking his place? They are going to replace
him aren't they?

ROGER
Yeah, duh. You cannot be a premer, cutting-edge
band wi t hout a drummer.

(€9)§
So who do you think they' Il pick?

ROGER
Beats ne. You can't replace a drunmer of Mekong's
cal i ber overnight.

[ Guy picks up his base; plays chords.

Roger, caught up in the nmusic, slaps out a rhythm
on his knees.

The nusic conmes to an end.]

(€9) 4
You have an okay day?

ROGER
Sur e. You?

(€V) 4
Bi g- Nose handed back our exans.

ROGER
How d you do?

(€9) 4
B+. | screwed up the essay. It was supposed to be
about Manifest Destiny but | pretty nmuch wote

about sonet hing el se.

ROGER
Mani fest Destiny. That's a hard one. W go over
t hat when we revi ewed?

(V)4
Yeah.

ROGER
"Cause | checked the list. It seenmed to ne |like we
went over everything she put on the |ist.



QY
id.

W d | just nessed up, that's all

ROGER
Still, B+ is good. Better than | ever got.

(€9)§
It could be better.

ROGER
That's true.

[ Silence.]

ROGER
They repl aced the steam valve on the |atte machi ne.
W were closed while they did that. | got to get
Some sun.

[c9)4

kay, so here's what |'mthinking; Mekong has | eft
t he band.

ROGER
I know. After everything he's witten: "Spike,"
"Bones." "Tar." H's drum solo on "Wunded Thor ns"

al one i s enough to make hima | egend- -

(€9) 4
Roger .

[ Guy breathes; Roger cal nms down. ]
(€9)§
Mekong has left the band and you are going to be
hi s repl acenent.
[ Roger is stunned.]

ROGER
What do you nean?

(€9) 4
You know all their songs. They won't have to waste
extra tine rehearsing.

ROCER
Quy!

(€V)§
You were listening to their nusic way before anyone
el se ever was. You practically discovered their
genius. You're the perfect person.



ROGER
Li st en- -

(€9) 4
You're a great drunmer.

ROGER
Listen to ne--

(€9) 4
When you picked me up from Monica Wight's party
and we were all goofing off; didn't everyone say it
was |i ke you were one of thenf?

ROGER
That was pret endi ng.

ax
You can talk like them Say that thing.

ROGER
What t hing?

(€9) 4
You know. That thing. Fromtheir concert | ast
year.

ROGER
No.

€94
Talk like they do. Cone on. Say it. Please?

ROGER
[British accent.] "Rock and Roll."

Y
See. You're perfect.

ROGER AND GUY
[ Together.] "Rock and Roll."

[ They | augh. Then
Roger falls silent.]

[€0)4
Thi nk how nuch fun it woul d be.

ROGER
| can't.

[Guy takes a ticket fromhis wallet.]



(V)4
Renmenber this?

ROGER
That's fromwhen | took you go-cart racing. After
you made t he basketbal |l team

ak
Racing in the go-cart. Leaning into the curves.
Inch and a-half off the ground. | nust have hit 75
on the straight-a-way. That's what it'll be like

twenty-four-seven once you' re the drummer for
Catfight.

ROGER
It won't happen.

(€9) 4
Not if you don't try. They don't have much tine.
They wait too long they' |l lose their edge. W've
got to figure out where the band is, and get them
to see you. Especially Ratty. | get the feeling

he pretty nuch calls the shots.
[ Roger sits, inpassive.]

(€9) 4
Don't you want to be in Catfight?

ROGER
"' myour father.

€94
So? Look at Snoop Dog. He's a father.

ROGER
Wul dn't you miss ne?

ax
["Il come with you. [It'll be perfect.

ROGER
We can't just pick up and go. You have school.
have a job.

(€9)§
At the Espresso Hut. Wi ch anyone can do. Benny
Conklin fromny science class wirks at the Espresso
Hut .



ROGER
Maybe it's not a difficult job. And rmaybe |I'm not
the owner. Maybe I'mnot even a shift |eader. But

that's what | do. [|I'mnot a rock star. This is
the father you're stuck with. I'msorry. 1'm43.
[c8)

[ Munbl es] Wi ch doesn't nean you have to be a
stupi d | oser.

ROCGER
VWhat ?

[ Guy chooses not to respond.]

ROGER
What did you say?

(€V)§
Not hi ng.

ROGER
[ Sincere questions.] About nme being what? You
sai d sonething about nme. What did you say?

€94
| said just 'cause you're getting old doesn't nean
you have to be a stupid | oser
[ Roger is stunned.

Quy tears up the ticket.]

ROCER
Wiy did you do that? That was our souvenir.
(€9) 4
Well, it's not anynore.
ROCER
Quy.
Uy

Renmenber when we got to the track and I was scared
and you asked ne if | really wanted to go racing
and | said, "It was ny dreamever since | was a
little kid." And you said "Geat. Go and race."
And you promi sed you'd make sure | didn't get hurt.
So even though | was scared at first |I raced and
you | ooked out for ne and it was our best tine
ever?



ROGER
Yeah.

€94
I was gonna do the sane for you. | can, you know.
I"mold enough now to do that. Watch out for you.
Make sure no one takes advantage. Then nmaybe you
woul dn't have to be so afraid. But if you re set
on being a chicken .

ROGER
| can't do nore than this. You're not being fair.
| told you. Renenber? 1 told you as soon as you
were ol d enough to understand. "You've got a
father who is sinple.”" That's what | said to you.
Everyone knows. This is not a secret. "You' ve got
a father who is sinple.™

€94
You love to play the druns, right?

ROGER
Yeah.

€94
And you are great in front of people, right?

ROGER
Yeah.

€94

And you're not afraid to have people think you' re
just alittle bit weird. R ght?

ROGER
[ The beginnings of a smle.] | guess.

€94
And it's your dreanf

[ Roger is silent.]
(€9) 4
Soit's a billion to one. You have to try. That's
what you woul d expect fromne, right?

[ Roger is on the verge of agreeing.]



€94
And if it doesn't work out, then you can conme back.
And if it does, you'll be a rock star. And I'Il be
your manager. And we'll eat room service and
travel with the band and neet babes. And it'll be
gr eat.

ROGER
At the audition, what do you think I'Il have to

pl ay? Because | don't think it would be right to
pl ay somet hing Mekong is fanobus for. Like
"Wetched" or "Tar."

(€9) 4
Ri ght.

ROGER
Because that would be in poor taste. It would be
like I'"msaying, "I amas good as Mekong." Wich
is not what | am sayi ng.

(€9) 4
Ri ght .
ROGER
I"'msaying, "Here | amand this is how good | am

and you should hire ne. Not sonmeone who you think
is going to be Iike Mekong."

[c9)4
As your manager, |I'll see what | can do.
[ Silence,
Roger picks up the pieces of torn ticket fromthe
ground. ]
ROGER

WIIl you do ne a favor? WII you scotch tape the
ti cket back together again?

[GQuy takes the pieces; |ooks at them shakes his

head "No. "]
ROCER
Quy.
(€9) 4
I was wong to hog it all. It belongs to both of

us.



10.

[ Guy hands one of the pieces to Roger. Each puts a
pi ece of the ticket in their shirt pocket.

Quy picks up his guitar; "fiddles around” with a
bit of nel ody.]

ROGER
So?

[€9) 4
First we wite a letter. Then we nmake pl ane
reservations.

[ Roger catches the flaw in Guy's thinking.]

ROGER
No. First we figure out where they are. Then we
wite thema letter. Then we nake pl ane
reservations.

(€9) 4
[Smling.] Right. First we figure out where they
are.

[ Convi nced they have a workable plan, Guy lets the
guitar rip; Roger plays air druns.]

END OF PLAY



